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Members of  our congregation offer symbolic gifts to David representing his various ministries among us

After the service there was a lunch provided by many members of  the congregation
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The Chile Treei

There are two cherry trees in the church 
garden, one to the right of the vestry door, 
donated by the Ladies Guild, and one planted 
by our very own Amnesty Group twenty-five 
years ago. I asked Paul Skirrow to photograph 
the latter when he was here, as he was 
obviously highly professional and the blossom 
was magnificent back in May. How many of 
you saw it, and how many of you have read 
the inscription on the block of limestone 
beneath? It is easier to read now as the plaque 
has recently been replaced.

On March 5th, 1987, Lisbeth DiFelice, 
our first secretary, received a letter from the 
Swedish Section of Amnesty International in 
Stockholm that we were being introduced 
as Group 343, the English-speaking group. 

We started working in earnest on our first 
dossier, a prisoner of conscience in South 
Korea, the following January, a case also taken 
up by a group in Australia. As these dossiers 
are handed out for limited periods, and we 
also took part in various campaigns, we cor-
responded with the authorities in many parts 
of the world in the years to follow. In some 
ways, our connection with human rights 
defenders in Colombia was the most exciting, 
as some of them came to visit us here. 

It was not just a question of writing letters, 
but of raising 5000 kr a year for the work 
of Amnesty, attending district and national 
meetings, and answering calls for Urgent 
Actions in the case of, for example, people 
about to be executed. There was obviously 
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a big campaign about China after the incident 
on Tiananmen Square, and every year there 
was, and still is, an Amnesty Week in De-
cember around the time of the Declaration 
of Human Rights, December 10th. We still 
observe Peace and Justice Sunday around 
that time, with the sale of amnesty cards and 
candles. In addition, we were expected to 
do our bit for the annual Amnesty Bazaar in 
Haga and take turns at cleaning the Amnesty 
Rooms. Our collection days often included a 
stint at weeding the church garden.

Before telling you more about the cherry 
tree, I would like to boast about a fantastic 
exhibition we put on at the main town library 
– with the title “Liberty is a precious thing”. It 
lasted eight days, and there was a programme 
of poetry readings in which well-known 
members of the British community and the 
University English Department took part. 
This was back in October, 1988, and John 
Ashton’s interesting collection of readings are 
on file. 

Later we had another exhibition along 
the church fence – the faces of some of the 
“disappeared” in Chile during the Pinochet 
regime, about whom we all wrote in 1990 - 
91. The idea of planting a tree in their memory 
30 years after the founding of AI, was put 
forward by our dear friend Claire Elmquist, 
and we were encouraged by the chaplain 
at the time, Graeme Hancocks, who held a 
service in the churchyard, at which Diana Hall, 
played her lovely viola.  

When Isabel Allende came to give us a 
talk during “bok- och biblioteksmässan”,  she 
spent a few emotional minutes by the tree, 
which some of her compatriots in the Chilean 
Association here had hung with those sad 
faces mentioned above. 

Do try and imagine all this when you stand 
by the tree next time! If you wish to know 
about Ai, look at their website – amnesty.se.  
It is much easier these days to obtain informa-
tion and take part in any campaign or support 
Urgent Actions of interest.

Gillian Thylander 

The Guild has been struggling for some 
time to keep up the attendance at our 
meetings so I believe the time has come 
to think again about what we will do in the 
future.We don’t want the “Ladies Guild” to 
disappear after 73 years of being a part of 
our church so I suggest we reform our-
selves into the “St. Andrews International 
Ladies Guild “and continue to meet on the 
second Thursday in the month. However, 
we will not be meeting in the Haga 
Församlingshem as before but in the café 
of the Smyrna Church which is situated 
near the tram stop by Haga Church. We 
will be buying our own refreshments and 
can therefore choose to have whatever we 

like. I suggest we meet at a drop- in time 
of between 11 00 –14 00 and I will try and 
be there whenever possible. We can meet 
on October 13th and November 10th. 
However,I have booked our usual room in 
Haga on December 8th in case we decide 
we would like to have the Guild Christmas 
Pot Luck lunch there as we have had in 
previous  years.
I do hope someone will be able to drop in 
occasionally and come along for a chat and 
exchange news and views. Please support 
the new Ladies Guild and contact me if you 
have any questions or suggestions.

Marie Lygonis:  Tel 0705 92 08 77, 
email marie@lygonis.com

Important Information about the Ladies Guild
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Concerts at St Andrew’si

PianoBasso Meditative Concert. - At the Friday lunchtime concert on 19th August Thomas 
Gustavsson was playing very gently and meditatively on the piano. He was sensitively accom-
panied by Andreas Gustafson on the double base. It was a truely wonderful concert lasting 45 
minutes. It was their second time with us. Let us hope we will hear them again soon.
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The Anglo-Swedish Society Program is now on-line:
www.angloswedish.wordpress.com

Members of St. Andrew’s com-
munity are invited to apply for 
membership of the British Club.

Membership benefits include an 
active social programme.

www.britishclub.se

The annual fee per family is 
100.00 SEK. Anyone interested 
should contact Gisela Barnard 
(031 147101) or send an email to 
membership@britishclub.se to 
request more information.

Pedro Miguell and Marie Riccardo Gnudi

Electric Minimalism - Music in quite a different 
vain had been performed in June by Pedro 
Miguell and Marie Caves, so called Minimalis-
tic sound. A very interesting experience.

Gisela Barnard

Forthcoming Lunchtime 
Concerts 2016 

with Riccardo Gnudi
12.15 -13.00    

16th September			 
30th September			 
7th October			 
11th November			 
2nd December

Tickets 60.- kr, pensioners 40.- kr, students free

In association with Sensus
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OBS! HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR  MAGAZINE  SUBSCRIPTION?
50 kr to Bank Giro 781-4015 for subscribers within Sweden.
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LOTTERY 2015
The following organisations or shops have 
very kindly given us their support in 2015:

BioRoy
Book Corner
Båtebackens Kafé & Restaurang
Café Delicat
Chumphon Thai Restaurang
Govindas Restaurang
Göteborgs Operan
Göteborgs symfoniker
Hagabadet
Husqvarnabutiken, Frölunda Torg
Kville Saluhall
Josefssons Glas o Porslin
Långedrag Värdshus
Marintibutiken Styrsö Tången
Marsala Restaurang
MUG
Nordic Wellness
Pensionat Styrsö Skäret
Stadsteatern
Stena Line 
Thai Oriental
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