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Letter from the ChaplainNew Bank Giro Number!
To avoid paying two sets of  bank charges, we are in the process of  moving our Giro ac-
count from Nordea (Plus Giro) to SEB (Bank Giro).  Please make all Giro payments to 
Bank Giro 781-4015.  This includes your magazine subscriptions: 50 kr for subscribers 
within Sweden. OBS! IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

i

Make this Door wide enough

One of  the unexpected challenges of  the last 
year was to work out how to comply with the 
Fire Brigade’s regulations for a public building.  
Visitors to the church have got used to the 
green emergency exit signs.  More recently, 
the wooden panel containing the door from 
the church into the vestry was removed, re-
modelled and replaced.  We are still waiting 
for the new wood to be painted; because we 
are a listed building, this has to be done by 
experts.

The picture on the right, taken by Dioc-
esan Communications Officer Paul Needle 
when he was here for last year’s Deanery 
Synod, shows the door before it was wid-
ened. 

This brings to mind the old prayer by 
Bishop Thomas Ken (1637-1711), which may 
be seen on the wall of  St Stephen's Church, 
Wallbrook in London.

O God, make the door of this house
wide enough to receive all who need hu-

man love and fellowship;
narrow enough to shut out all envy, 

pride and strife.
Make its threshold smooth enough

 to be no stumbling-block to children, nor 
to straying feet,

but rugged and strong enough to turn 
back the tempter’s power.

God make the door of this house 
the gateway to thine eternal kingdom.

A wide door means a welcoming building, 
and a welcoming building needs a welcom-
ing community.  This particular door in our 
church may be more important for going out 
than for coming in, but our life as a church 
is also about taking God’s love out into the 
wider community.

This is a prayer of  vision, for a church 
that not only welcomes, but also protects; 
a church that not only meets people where 
they are, but points beyond, as a gateway to 
Christ’s kingdom.

I mentioned St Stephen’s Church, Wal-
brook, which is in the city of  London.  When 
I looked on the internet for a picture of  its 
doorway, I found instead a picture of  a tele-
phone, donated to the church by Post Office 
Telecommunications to honour the founding 
of  the Samaritans by the Vicar, Chad Varah.  
As those of  you who have lived in England 
probably know, the Samaritans is a national 
voluntary organization providing telephone 
support to those in trouble, especially to 
those contemplating suicide.  The presence 
of  the memorial telephone in the church is 
a reminder that this electronic age has given 
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a new meaning to the word ‘gateway’ - and 
through this gateway, too, many have found 
shelter in the storms of  their lives, the hospi-
tality of  a listening ear, and protection from 
danger.  St Stephen’s is a fine building, with 
many historic monuments; but it is not con-
tent to live in the past.  Chad Varah brought 
its mission up to date. 

Shortly after the door was replaced, we 
held our annual meeting.  The new door 

reminds us of  some of  the things that have 
preoccupied and distracted us over the few 
past years – the difficulty and expense of  
maintaining our beautiful and historic building 
to twenty-first century standards.  We now 
need to move on, to ask ourselves, what is 
the mission of  St Andrew’s today? What is 
our vision for the future?  

Before the Annual Meeting, members of  
the congregation were invited to be part of  
the discussion, by writing their thoughts on a 
post-it note and sticking it on a notice board 
under the heading “This is our church.”  You 
will find their comments listed and summa-
rized in the centrefold of  this magazine.  The 
next stage in the discussion will be after the 
service on Sunday 10 June.  Why not come 
along and join in?

Baptisms
April 15th
Hayley Eleanor Johnstone
Born 1 January 2010

April 28th
April Ellinor Robin Maria Jonsson
Born 10 June 2011 Masai with his mother Vongai

Ron Jones showing the new door, as yet not painted.

May 20th
Masai Monroe Elon Laasonen
Born 31 January 2012

i i i

Wedding
April 27th
Alsed Vincent Briscoe and 
Åsa Liselotte Mollsjö
at St Andrew’s Church
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Who’s Who at St Andrew’s
Chaplain

Barbara Moss
Norra Liden 15, 411 18 Göteborg  Tel: 031-711 19 15 

e-mail address: st.andrews.got@telia.com
Internet website: www.svenskakyrkan.se/goteborg/st.andrews

Bank Giro 781-4015,  SEB account number 5001 1013370

Churchwardens
Ron Jones 0702 - 752 667
Heather Wray 031 - 14 47 73

Secretary
Keith Bamard 031 - 14 71 01

Treasurer
Toun Ayoade 0737 - 723 516

Synod representatives
Cecilia Klevedal 031 - 12 75 08
Molly MacGregor 0762 - 341 818

Ladies’ Guild
Marie Lygonis 0705 - 920 877
or Ann Gustafsson                     031 - 42 38 64

British Factory Representative
Monica Edholm                   031 - 29 30 40

Other Elected Members
Therese Svanberg  0733 - 910 854
Opeoluwa Adebayo-Omolade 

0765 - 500 448
Gisela Bamard 031 - 14 71 01
Cristian Stoian 0720 - 083 892
Jeanette Munro  0709 - 876 581
Charity Ezeilo  0762 - 386 601

OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES

Webmaster
Tilak Rajesh tilak.rajesh@gmail.com

Sacristan and Magazine Editor
Alan Taylor 031 - 42 38 64

Electoral Roll
and Magazine Subscriptions
Gisela Bamard 031 - 14 71 01

Choirmistress
Gillian Thylander 031 - 27 92 70

Organist
Peter Hansen 031 - 97 28 67

SST
Tore Fjällbrant      031 - 28 49 33

Caretaker and Environmental Officer
Ron Jones 0702  752 667

Fire Officer
Alan Taylor 031 - 42 38 64

Gardening Group
Cecilia Klevedal 031 - 12 75 08

Child Protection Officer
Emma Jones 0702-756 217

Ladies’ Evening Group
Ann Gustafsson 031 - 42 38 64
Gisela Bamard 031 - 14 71 01

CHURCH COMMITTEE

i Services: June – August
The 11.00 Sunday service will be Parish Communion unless otherwise stated.

JUNE 3, Trinity ( Jubilee weekend)
10.00  Holy Communion
11.00  Family Service

JUNE 10, Trinity 1
LA:  Molly Macgregor, Gisela Barnard 
Prayers:  Opeoluwa Adebayo-Omolade

followed by discussion: “This is Our Church”

JUNE 17, Trinity 2, Proper 6
LA:  Alan Taylor, Ann Gustafsson 
Prayers:  Cecilia Klevedal

followed by Lottery Draw

JUNE 24, St John the Baptist
LA:  Ann Gustafsson, Alan Taylor
Prayers:  Barbara Moss

JULY 1, Trinity 4, Proper 8
11.00 Family Communion
LA:   Alan Taylor, Jeanette Munro
Prayers: Gillian Thylander

JULY 8, Trinity 5, Proper 9
LA:  Ann Gustafsson, Alan Taylor
Prayers:  Amy Delmendo-Bock

JULY 15, Trinity 6, Proper 10
Lars van der Heeg presiding and preaching
LA:  Alan Taylor, Molly MacGregor 
Prayers:  Ann Gustafsson

JULY 22, Mary Magdalene
LA:  Gisela Barnard, Göran Molin 
Prayers:  Diana Walters

JULY 29, Trinity 8, Proper 12
Irene Ungelheim presiding,
Roger Ponsford preaching
LA:   Alan Taylor
Prayers:  Roger Ponsford

AUGUST 5, Trinity 9, Proper 13
11.00 Family Service
Roger Ponsford, Alan Taylor

AUGUST 12, Trinity 10, Proper 14
11.00  Family Communion with Baptism
LA:  Gisela Barnard, Ann Gustafsson
Prayers:  Heather Wray

AUGUST 19, Trinity 11, Proper 15
LA:  Ann Gustafsson, Alan Taylor
Prayers:  Molly MacGregor

followed by Church Committee Meeting

AUGUST 26, Trinity 12, Proper 16
LA:  Gisela Barnard, Göran Molin
Prayers:  Diana Walters

SEPTEMBER 2, Harvest Festival
11.00 Family Communion
Irene Ungelheim presiding and preaching
LA:  Alan Taylor, Jeanette Munro
Prayers:  Gisela Barnard

SEPTEMBER 9, Trinity 14, Proper 18
Andrew Wingate preaching
LA:  Molly MacGregor
Prayers:  Ron Jones

i
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This is our churchi

 - first steps towards a 
Strategic Review

 We have initiated a process of understand-
ing how better to serve out God, our Faith and 
our Community. 

 We would like to attract and involve in this 
process as many people from our congrega-
tion as possible. We aim to be inclusive and to 
take note. We aim to develop a short-list of 

realistic ideas which will then be thoroughly 
analysed with a view to being implemented in 
practice.

At the recent Annual Meeting we have 
invited the members of the congregation to 
come forward with ideas. Their comments 
are listed on page 10 and summarized below.

We are now inviting the congregation to 
reflect further on this issue and to participate 
to ‘This is Our Church’ meeting on 10 June 

2012 after the 11am regular service at St An-
drew’s.

We kindly ask the congregation to bear 
in mind that any initiative/action/change/
etc that may emerge from this process will 
have to be matched by effort and involvement 
from the congregation. We also highlight that 
at the same time we need to address the rath-
er serious financial shortfall that St.Andrew’s 
is experiencing every year and which cannot 

continue.
  To keep in touch with future develop-

ments, see our web site www.svenskakyrkan.
se/goteborg/st.andrews.  For further refer-
ence, the Stockholm Chaplaincy is conducting 
a full Strategic Review – see the link on our 
web site.

Cristian Stoian
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Being a place of beauty – both to the eye 
and the soul! 

It should be a welcoming church – and eve-
ryone should hold out a “welcome hand” 
first

Kindness to the people

More fun

Children -> active youth group promoting 
faith and church e.g. a Christmas play as 
part of the service

Strong fellowship

After service sermon discussion

We should make children feel at home

A friendly welcoming church open to all

We do care

Keep trying to involve younger members 
whether students or children in the family

To be friendly and welcoming in church 
but also to be really interested in a deeper 
engagement with those who need / ask or 
even shy away from too much involvement 
, give them respect and care

Nurturing congregation patient tolerance

Make new people feel welcome

Sunday School or youth club

Children’s choir Children’s band

Local broadcasting

A church filled with ambition to do God’s 
work in the world

Good will to all peace on earth

Activities that include more people that are 
not usually active

More multicultural activities

Open and known to all English-speaking 
Christians in Gothenburg area

Raise our profile but how?

A community for English-speaking Chris-
tians. A focal point.

A greater sense of community and commit-
ment to St Andrew’s

Embrace old St Andrew and go forward to 
the future

To reflect our diversity in creative ways

Meditation

Spread a warm voice of sanity, tolerance 
and compassion in English

Special invitation to students studying Eng-
lish at the University of Gothenburg

These are all the comments written on the post-it notes.  Sometimes one post-it note 
made several points, and I have divided these up.

Perhaps this diagram can summerize those areas which we consider of interest for 
our future developement.

Barbara Moss, Heather Wray, Jeanette Munro, Marie Lygonis, Keith Barnard, Ron Jones, Gisela Barnard, 

Therese Svanberg, Toun Ayoade and Opeoluwa Adebayo-Omolade from the church committeeThe institution of  the new wardens Charity Ezeilo (right) also in the church committee

i i i
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Good Friday

Gathering after the service at the chaplain’s flat for for hot cross buns

The Bazaar
We were blessed with a wonderful day. As 
always the bazaar takes a lot of hard work 
and preparation. The tents were raised and 
tables set up and all the preparations were 
done by a fantastic group of people. It was 
heartwarming to see the younger and old-
er generations working together with such 
harmony, joy and respect. Everyone was in 
high spirits, and thus it remained so all day 
long.

 There was a constant stream of visitors,  
but it is also an enjoyable social event, when 
we meet old and new friends, giving us time 
to catch up on each others lives.
 We also celebrated the birthdays of two 
of our ladies, Gisela and Hilkka.
 We raised ca. 18.000 kr - Everyone well 
done. Thank you.

Ann Gustafsson
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Our Environmenti

Cooperation and hope or 
competition 
and destruction? 
I have undertaken to do my usual piece on 
the environment, but everybody can read 
the paper for themselves, or watch television 
programmes, about drought and famine, 
torrential rainfall and floods, rising sea levels 
and melting glaciers and icecaps, violent hur-
ricanes, the destruction of  forests to make 
room for oil palms or sugar cane,  huge, bare-
ly controllable fires and desertification. We 
are quite likely to reach the dangerous 2-de-
gree level of  global warming much faster than 
we want due to, for instance. the continued 
use of  and search for fossil fuels, the ambition 
of  all Indians and Chinese to own a car in ad-
dition to their legitimate demands for fresh 

water and electricity in their homes, and our 
continued high consumption of  meat.

It is depressing that not one person 
has ever commented on any of  my church 
magazine articles on the environment, or on 
questions I have raised about what we can 
personally do about our own carbon foot-
prints. St. Andrew’s has a diligent caretaker 
who removes all the unsavoury rubbish in the 
churchyard and recycles our plastic mugs, pa-
per and bottles, but what are we doing about 
the social misery caused by inequality, pure 
vice and greed, which has led to abuse, and 
environmental hazards?

We can pray and we can sing our pretty 
hymns about Nature, but is that enough?

Sorry, I am not going to write about this 
any longer.

Gillian

The Anglo-Swedish Society Program
 is now on-line: www.angloswedish.se

Members of  St. Andrew’s commu-
nity are invited to apply for member-
ship of  the British Club.

Membership is open to all 
British and Commonwealth citi-
zens and spouses of citizens and 
others with strong British con-
nections.

Membership benefits include 
an active social programme, gen-
erous travel concessions as well 
as a lively quarterly magazine.

The annual fee per family is 100.00 
SEK. Anyone interested should con-
tact Gisela Barnard (031 147101) or 
Monica Edholm (031 293040)

www.britishclub.se

LOTTERY 2011 
The following organisations or shops have 
very kindly given us their support in 2011:

BioRoy
Båtebackens Café
Chapmans Blommor
Ekholmens Pensionat, Vessigebro
Emanuels Pantry
Face2feetandhair - Mila Jamshdi
Folkteatern
Gunnebo slott o trädgårdar
Göteborgs Operan
Göteborgs-Posten
Göteborgs symfoniker
Hagabadet
Haga Beauty
Isbolaget, Donsö
Josefssons Glas o Porslin
Långedrags Värdshus
Ma Cuisine
Marrakechdesign, Kaserntorget
Monikas hälsa massage
MUG
Pensionat Styrsö Skäret
Restaurang Masala
Scandic Hotell Scandinavien
Stadsteatern
Stena Line 
Suschi Lounge Landvetter Airport
Thai Oriental, Kaserntorget
Thai Wok Sweden
Västra Hälsokost

We also have the following lunchtime concerts 
booked:  
1 June    Benedikt Melichar
8  June    Lisa Fröberg
15 June  (to be confirmed)

Chapel Leaves at Botaniska
This year’s “guest garden” at Botani-
ska is  Lövkapellet  (the chapel of  leaves) 
by British gardener Simon Irvine. 
Simon will be presenting his garden, which is 
just inside the main entrance, on 4 July and 8 
August at 17.00 (price 50 kr, pay at shop), or 
you can see it from 15 June to 30 September.

Barbara
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